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Modern Dilemmas o1

Browe called “Die Griinde fiir den geringen Erfolg der Juden-
mission”” (‘The reasons for the meager success of the mission to the
Jews) 1s divided into three parts. The first is “Die Griinde von
Seiten der Christen” (The reasons from the Christian side—
namely, what was there in the Christian approach that precluded
a greater success). The second is “Die Griinde von Seiten der
Juden” (The reasons from the Jewish side—to wit, what was
there about the Jews that enabled them to resist). At this point
Browe’s hitherto consistent empiricism leaves him stranded. Hav-
ing exhausted all the “reasons” he could find, Browe felt that the
phenomenon was not yet fully comprehensible. The last part i
entitled “Die Griinde von Seiten Gottes” (literally, “the reasons
E from God’s side” ). Perhaps, in the end, God himself did not want
Judaism to be obliterated. In conclusion Browe wrote:

This entire history of the Jewish people, its life and wandering
throughout the centuries, the preservation of its race and peoplehgr? ti T
.mid innumerable struggles and persecutions, cannot be explained out
of purely political and sociological considerations. . . . Only out of
faith can we in some way understand the solution. . . .

B [ submit that no Jewish historian today, whatever his private
\feelings and beliefs, would bring himself to write an explicit
'teasons-frorn-God” epilogue to a work of scholarship, and, lest

EyOou misunderstand, I am not necessarily advocating that it should
" 'be otherwise. I merely point out that what would be inconceivable
in a history of the English, the French, or the Dutch is still possible
in a serious twentieth-century historical work concerning the Jews.

If the secularization of Jewish history is a break with the past,

the historicizing of Judaism itself has been an equally significant
departure. It could hardly be otherwise. Western man’s discovery
of history is not a mere interest in the pastmted, &g

P Y e

but a new awareness, a perception of a fluid temporal dimension
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from which nothing is exempt. The major consequence for Jewish
“historiograph is that it cannot view Judaism as something abso-
lutely given and subject to # przor definition. Judaism is insepa-
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tations 2t any pOintw . " . . 1
“here must be an essential “1dea’ of Judaism behind the shifting

- -

~ —ently opposed the relatively conservative Jewish _Theological

-

g

%25 Seminary in Breslau because of its commitment £ historical schal-

arship, and p{rSonally attacked Graetz, “{ho had once been his
disciple.21 That late flower of Italian Jewish humanism, Samuel
David Luzzatto, a scholar with so great a passion for research that
he declared his readiness to hand old Hebrew manuscripts to Satan
himself if the latter would only edit and publish them, gazed with
dismay at the Jewish scholars in Germany and castigated them for
lacking “the faith which seeks to grasp the T orah and prophets

as the word of God, and to see in Jewish history the singular chron-

icle of a singular people.”*

Perhaps the most sophisticated and best known disavowal of
historicism was made in the twentieth century by one of its most
original Jewish thinkers—Franz Rosenzweig. Rosenzweig’s rejec-
tion of historical development as a primal category for an under-
standing of Judaism or the Jewish people is doubly impressive as
the conclusion of one who was neither unacquainted with what
modernity means, nor unaware of what the historical outlook
implies.”” He had come back to Judaism from an assimilation that
had brc?ught I}im to the brink of conversion to Christianity, and
had written his doctoral dissertation on "Hegel and the State” for

Priedrich Meinecke at the University of Berlin. Yet his Star of

Redef)prtzo?z posits E},_’ft Jewry has already long achieved a condi-
tion o _smswth§9ug§ tHE observance of an atemporal law that has
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removed it from the flux of history. Chri o1
<he way"; the Jewish people al Al ceecallyon
y i . people alone experiences eternity in th
midst of history itself.* :
These examples among many already suggest that the historical
outlook has by no means enjoyed an unqualified triumph within
Jewry. What its place may be, and some of the factors that have

Jetermined it, may become clearer as we return to our point of
origin in these lectures: the relation between Jewish historiog-

raphy and Jewish memory.
Only in the modern era do we really find, for the first time, a

Jewish historiography divorced from Jewish collective memory

and, in crucial respects, thoroughly at odds with t.
To a large extent, of course, this reflects a universal and ever-
y. The traditions and memories of many

peoples are 1n disarray. At the same time, national history in the

nineteenth-century sense has yielded increasingly to other thematic
structures. If I continue to limit myself to the Jewish case that 1S
not only because, as an historian of the Jews, I fancy that I know
it best, but also because, as 2 Jewish historian, 1 find myself per-

sonally involved.
There are many within Jewry today who deplore the wide-

spread decay of Jewish memory €ven while, perhaps symptomat-

ically, sharing no real consensus a
Who, then, can be expected tO S
historian? Is it not both his chosen an
the past to us all? Though he did not have the
in mind, Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy's description
vocation might almost seem, fortuitously, to pose 2 pa
lenge to him. “The historian,” he Wrot¢, “is the p

memory. It is his honor tO hedli woundsiegeOUInERWOUNESSgN
C] dless of medical theories, because his

act under 2 moral pressurc to

tep into +he breach, if not the

d appointed task to restore
Jewish historian

of the historical
rticular chal-
hysician of

restore a nation’s memory,

Yet those who would de
restorer of Jewish memory attribute to him PO

+hat he be the
wers that he may
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their own historical destiny. As Rosenzweig put it in one of his let-
ters,”® nationalism is the “complete Christianizing of the concept of
peoplehood.” The Johannine church is historically connected with
the Eastern church but now assumes a universal significance. It can
lay claim to no institutional form of its own. It cannot be “built,” as
Freemasonry mistakenly believes; it can only grow. Its message is one
of hope. In this Johannine world, the Christian no longer converts the
heathen around him nor the pagan within him. Now the Jew is
meant to convert the pagan lurking in the Christian soul. For only
in the Jewish blood hope lives eternally, and hope is what the Chris-
tian needs today more than anything else. This is why the emanci-
pation of the Jew had to happen precisely in this modern age.*

Rosenzweig’s reading of the history of Christianity is a remark-
able blend of Ideengeschichte & la Meinecke and theological con-
ceptualism. History is seen as the dialectic of pagan myth and reve-
lation, as the field in which the kingdom of God grows toward its
realization. There is an eschatological urge or nisus at work in the
history thus constructed. Obviously, Rosenzweig is fascinated by
the plenitude of visions that the panorama of the struggles within
Christianity evokes in him., From his first excitement in reading Ter-
tullian’s Apologeticus in 1911, which gave him a vivid impression of
Christianity in the Roman Empire,” down to his no less exciting
correspondence with Eugen Rosenstock, he learned to see history
proper enacted in the Christian centuries. History became to him
tantamount to the history of Christianity against the background of
Greece and Rome. His theology of creation, revelation and redemp-
tion is but the conceptualized dpplication of this historical vision.
Creation, the Alpha of history, expresses the pagan world; revela-
tion, though stemming from from Judaism, transforms creation
only through Christianity; and redemption is the goal toward which
the world is moving.

Judaism itself remains essentially outside histoty. Not only after
the year 70 but long before, it had seceded from active participation
in the growth of the surrounding world, a view that comes close to
the results of Max Weber’s sociological analysis of Judaism.** Rosen-
zweig himself acknowledged this affinity and regretted the fact that
at the time of writing The Star of Redemption he had not yet known
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Max Weber’s work.> His discovery of the ahistorical nature of Juda-
ism first produced a serious crisis in his life. The disquieting ques-
tion it posed was: Was there still any room for Judaism in a world in
which Christianity was the motive force? It was this question that
lay at the root of his intention to leave Judaism and embrace Christi-
anity. The story of his “conversion” to Judaism need not be retold
here.”* What interests us in this context is the fact that his affirma-
tion of Judaism entailed a revaluation of history as such. History,
for all its fascination to the historian, becomes a temporary, provi-
sional affair, and the emphasis is shifted to the eschatological realm,
the end and goal of history. The significance of Judaism lies in the
fact that it anticipates, represents and ensures that end and goal.
True, Judaism lies outside history, but what seemed to constitute its
weakness now appears as its unique strength. History itself moves
into a relative position. It is not itself the realm of the Kingdom but
only the intermediate realm (Zwischenreich), and while Rosen-
zweig the historian can do full justice to Christianity as the decisive
power in the intermediate realm, Rosenzweig the Jew is more vitally
interested in the final Kingdom of which Judaism is the represen-
tative and trustee. “For me God alone is reality; 1 am a member of
the intermediate realm only by the compulsion of nature (i.e., his-
tory), not by free will. Jesus belongs to the intermediate realm.
Whether he was the Messiah will become clear only when the Mes-
siah comes. Today he is to me as problematical as the whole inter-
mediate realm. 1 am sure only of God and His Kingdom, not of the
Zwischenreich.” *

Rosenzweig holds that it is the task of the Jew to sacrifice life in
the world for the purpose of testifying to the messianic goal of his-
tory. Judaism, he repeatedly declares, lives and has its being in the
eschaton: It “is alive only in so far as it is with God. Only when the
world too will be with God, will Judaism be alive also in a worldly
sense. That, however, will happen only beyond history.” * The inevi-
table price Israel has to pay for being the people of the Kingdom is a
loss of worldly creativity. “The sacredness which attaches to it as a
nation of priests sterilizes its life.”” It prevents it “from surrendering
its soul to the yet unconsecrated world of the nations.” ** War and
revolution, the only realities that the state knows and that create the
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epochs of world history, do not affect the inner life of Israel.” The
formula Rosenzweig uses to denote the metahistorical existence of
Judaism is: The Jew is at the goal of history, the Christian is eter-
nally on his way.*® This phrase expresses not only a theological belief
but a historical truth as Rosenzweig sees it. It means, as the context
of its discussion in The Star of Redemption clearly shows, that, in
contrast to the Christian, the Jew has no inner conflict that history
is expected to solve. The Christian soul is divided between nation
and Church, between “Siegfried” and Christ, between myth and
revelation. For the Jew no such inner discord exists. His sense of na-
tional destiny and his allegiance to God find themselves in complete
harmony.** Whereas the history of Christianity is one of constant
growth—represented by the succession of the three churches—Ju-
daism has no history after the first exile and particularly after the
year 7o. It has left behind the contradictions that lie at the back of
the historical life. It has reached the goal.

Yet for all its intrinsic remoteness from the course of history, Ju-
daism fulfills a messianic purpose in the world. Living at the ex-
treme point of history, symbolizing and anticipating it, Israel is the
incarnation, we might say, of the Kingdom, the messenger of hope.
Moreover, in this world of the dissolution of the hierarchical (Pe-
trine) church and of the (Pauline) church of the Word there is no real
substance left in the Christian life. In this epoch of “naked Christi-
anity” the Jew is the only reality that binds Christianity to the King-
dom.? It prevents it from disintegrating into a myth or philosophy.
It reminds the Christian that salvation comes from the Jews, not
from the Greeks.”* And it urges the Christian to realize that the
world is not yet redeemed, that faith is not yet redemption. In Chris-
tianity the eschatological orientation is somewhat indistinct and
easily merges with either creation or revelation. The Jew who hal-
lows his flesh and blood under the yoke of the Law and continually
lives in the reality of the Kingdom serves as a reminder to the Chris-
tian that redemption cannot be achieved by the mere inwardness of
feeling.** He is the “eternal enfant terrible,” the “mute admon-
isher,”* whose function is always resented yet indispensable.

Rosenzweig’s view of the ahistorical character of Judaism ac-
cords, in a way, with certain traditional attempts at Jewish self-inter-

— o . TGS

Rosenzweig on History 131

pretation, The exclusion of the Jewish people from the realm of his-
tory was keenly felt in many epochs and led to the doctrine of God’s
exile { Galut Shekbinah), a theme with wide and profound ramifica-
tions in Jewish mystical thought. His concept of Christianity as a
missionary of Judaism to the Gentile world, preparing it for the
Kingdom, also stands on traditional ground. It is taken from the
medieval Jewish philosophers and their modern disciples (S. Form-
stecher, S. Hirsch, Hermann Cohen). In support of his view Rosen-
zweig is able to preface and conclude his chapter on Christianity
with quotations from Maimonides and Judah Halevi respectively.
How far Judaism may be said to have “reached the goal” is another
matter. Rosenzweig’s idyllic notion of the freedom of the Jewish soul
from inner conflict can hardly stand the test of closer scrutiny. The
strong antinomian tendencies that reveal themselves in certain kab-
balistic writings—notably in the Sefer ha-Temunah and in the liter-
ature it engendered**—and in the Sabbatian movement clearly
show the stresses and tensions within Judaism itself.

I

Rosenzweig’s view of history is carried a stage further in the very
conception of the Kingdom as outlined in The Star of Redemption.
Revelation from which redemption flows as from its source is the
dialogue between God and man. More particularly, it is the experi-
ence of the love of God. This experience has not necessarily a his-
torical place, but is a happening between God and man wherever
and whenever they meet. Revelation is not an end in itself. The love
of God challenges man to love his neighbor. This is the only com-
mandment, and all the others are but its derivatives.’” In German
idealism revelation tends to be regarded as the one and only con-
cern of the soul.>* Rosenzweig warns against all mystical enjoyment
of revelation.” He insists that Schleiermacher’s and Fichte’s “Being
immortal in every moment” is “a mere phrase,” that afl the time
must be fulfilled in order that the fruit of eternity may ripen.* What
he means by the ripe fruit of eternity is the ensouling (Beseelung) of
the world through love, something analogous to the ensoulment of
an object of nature by the artist.”* By loving what comes our way
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