eir means that he had incurred the

of the nation, whom indef_:d he had in-
Do thou therefore,” said he, ‘when
erusalem send for the leading

phou them, and show them my body, and
ng e of sincenty, give them leave

anc
themselves please, whether they

: northee dead body by refusing it burial, as
| disho orely suffered by my means, or whether
ing sev er the will offer any other injury to
an, Dromise them also, that thou wilt do

m in the affairs of the kingdom.

B ¢ body:

ﬂwming without the ;

po" If thou dost but say tpls to them, I shall have
ore glorious funeral from them

of am .
made for me: and when it is

ouldst have
than B0 r to abuse My dead body, they will do

mmelrjgfywaet all, and thou Wilt rllle in Safety,’ d So
it 0 me had given his wife this advice, he died,—
he had reigned twenty-seven years, sond Ter]
within one.

CHAPTER 16
EXANDRA, BY GAINING THE GOOD WILL OF
’}’3?5’ %ARISEES, RETAINED THE KINGDOM NINE
JEARS, AND THEN, HAVING DONE MANY GLORIOUS
' '’ACTIONS, DIED

1. (405) So Alexandra, when she had taken the

d as her husband had suggested to

fortress, acte | ]
her, and spake to the Pharisees, and put all things

d1t seems, by this dying
is wife, that he had himself pursqed the measures of his
father Hyrcanus, and taken part with the Sadducees, who
kept close to the written law against the Pharisees, who
had introduced their own traditions, 16.2; and that he now
saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharisees,
and their traditions hereafter, if his widow and family
minded to retain their monarchical government or tyranny
over the Jewish nation: which sect yet, thus supported,
were at last in a great measure the ruin of the religion, gov-
ernment, and nation of the Jews, and brought them into SO
mcked a state, that the vengeanceé of God came upon
caﬁm to their utter excision. Just thus did Caxiphas politi-
i léélidwse the Jewish sanhedrin, John 11:50, that it was
ang them for them that one man should die for the people,
ql,emeatofﬂ:ﬁ whole nation perish not;” and this in conse
let Jesus aloexr Gl political supposgl, v. 48, that, “If they
on him: and “ti' with his miracles, “all men would believe
their place e Romans would come and take away bot
of Nazarethanf)1 nation.” Which political crucifixion of Jesus
] down the vengeance of God upon
seemed so occasioned those very Romans, of whom they
eath, acmﬂllIUCh af“raxd, that to prevent it they put him to
naﬁOnany to “come and take away both their plfc?
ily wish tththu}' ?hlrty-eight years afterwar s.
those and ¢, e politicians of Christendom would consider
te ang reﬁgxi,hke examples, and no longer sacrifice vn';
 the bringi n to their pernicious schemes of governmen
Selveg, and%l}?g down the judgments of God upon them-
i8 a digr e several nations intrusted t0 their care. But
ko, Jogepp ion: 1 wish it were an unseasonable on€
05, ang hs himself several times makes such digres-
& the concly ere venture to follow him. See one of them
sion of the very next chapter-

advice of Alexander Janneus to
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into their power, both a
g)l the affairs of the khgiié?nmaig (’;id Py s
eir anger against Alexander' e i
good will and friendship to ,hxd n;ade e B
ct:;;nxg a;nn(:ing Fhe multitude, and ;na(ndgﬁi Wh% then
e tla;d before them the actionge f;f: :ls oy
king. ’and bo d them that they had lost a righteex-
y ; ; y the commendation they gav h(‘)uis
ey brought them to grieve, and to beg‘ “heari
ness for him, so that he ,had a funerl:\)l heavt
splendid than had any of the kings bef iy
(407) Alexgnder left behind him two sonsoril ho
nus and Aristobulus, but committed the kin, d ot
Alexgmdra. Now, as to these two sons I‘Igyr‘;f'annto
was indeed unable to manage public affai’rs and duS
hgl'lted rather in a quiet life; but the ;/oungei-
Ax}stobulus, was an active and a bold man; and fo;
this woman herself, Alexandra, she was lo -
the multitude, because she seemed diw,.
the offenses her husband had been guilty of.
2. (408) So she made Hyrcanus high priest be-
cause he was the elder, but much more because he
ed not to meddle with politics, andpermitted -
Eﬁe Pharisees to do everything; to whom also"she:

ordered the multitude to be obedient. She also re-

ad 1 oduced, 4 g
forefathers, and which her ather-in-law, Hyrca-
nus, had abrogated. (409) So she had indeed the
but the Pharisees had the au-

name of the Regent;

been banished, and set such as were prisoners at
liberty, and, to say all at once, they differed in noth-
ing %om lords:However, the queen also took care
of the affairs of the kingdom, and got together a
great body of mercenary soldiers, and increased
her own army {0 such a degree, that she became

terrible to the neighboring tyrants, and took hos-
tages of them: (410) and the country was entirely
at peace, excepting the Pharisees; for they dis-
turbed the queen, and desired that she would

those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight
hundred men; aft
one of them, Diogenes:
same to several, one after another, ¢

were the mos

receive " -
412) and they :
Eerly) plast their hopes, 8 it now
when the had € :

i enemies, ‘
:flrtm;llotrgilr [open] ir [private] enemies;
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