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Can't We All Disagree More Clois trictingy, s
Vely;
IN SUM s

People don't adopt their ideolq
up whatever ideas are around ¢
them brains that get a speci
ety, and diversity, while sim
to signs of threat, are predisposed (},

become liberals. They tend (but ot

adaptations” and “life narratjyes”

gies at rando

hem. People m, or by Soaking

Reagan narrative).

. Once P‘“’P%e join a political team, they get ensnared in
1ts.moral matrix. They see confirmation of thejr grand nar-
rative everywhere, and it’s difficult—perhaps impossible—to
convince them that they are wrong if you argue with them
from outside of their matrix. I suggested that liberals might
have even more difficulty understanding conservatives than
the other way around, because liberals often have difficulty
understanding how the Loyalty, Authority, and Sanctity foun-
dations have anything to do with morality. In particular, liber-
als often have difficulty seeing moral capital, which I defined
as the resources that sustain a moral community.

I suggested that liberals and conservatives are like yin
and yang—both are “necessary elements of. a healthy state of
political life,” as John Stuart Mill put it" leerals. i expef;sl
In care; they are better able to see the victims of e’“s(tifng St?li)lsc
arrangements, and they continually push us to UI;‘ ;znnedy
arrangements and invent new ones. As Robert h. are, and
said: “There are those that look at things the way they &t



I showed how this

rHE RIGHTEOUS MIND

things that never were, and ask why o
moral matrix leads liberals to make ¢,
my opinioﬂ) profoundly important for ¢,
(1) governments can and should restraj,
and (2) some big problems really

366

ask why? I dream of

points that are (in
health of a society: U
corporate superorganisms,

be solved by regulation. s 1
canI Z,f;lainedyhow libertarians (who sacralize liberty) and

social conservatives (who sacralize certa.in institutions and
traditions) provide a crucial counterweight .to .the liberal
reform movements that have been so influential in America
and Europe since the early twentieth century. I said that lib-
ertarians are right that markets are miraculous (at least when
their externalities and other failures can be addressed), and I
said that social conservatives are right that you don't usually
help the bees by destroying the hive.

Finally, I said that the increasing Manichaeism of Ameri-
can political life is not something we can address by signing
pledges and resolving to be nicer. Our politics will become
more civil when we find ways to change the procedures for
electing politicians and the institutions and environments
within which they interact.

Morality binds and blinds. It binds us into ideological teams
that ﬁgh.t each other as though the fate of the world depended
on our side winning each battle. It blinds us to the fact that

each team 1s composed of good people who have something
Important to say,



Conclusion

In this
, OOk I t
hlStOry I triedOOk You on a tour of human nature and human

t
II.loral PS}'Chologo il}ow that my beloved topic of inquiry—
gion, and oy, Sp: t 1s the 1fey to understanding politics, reli-
Ctacular rise to planetary dominance. I fear

that I cr
ammed to .
by highlightin hO Many sights into the tour, so let me close
g the most Important ones

In Part I, I
’ (= . .
Y W Presented the firgt principle of moral psychol-
tons come first, strateo; ' 4
il » egic reasoning second. 1 explained
e to develop the social intuition:
the model C1al intuitionist model, and I used
model to challenge the “rationalist delusion.”
£ this part g st delusion.” The heroes
g , P Wer.e a:wd Hume (for helping us escape from
rationalism .af.ld ll.ltO Intuitionism) and Glaucon (for showing
us the c.)verrldmg importance of reputation and other external
constraints for creating moral order).
If you bring one thing home from this part of the trip, may
I suggest that it be the image of yourself—and everyone else
around you—as being a small rider on a very large elephant.
Thinking in this way can make you more patient with other
people. When you catch yourself making up ridiculous post

hoc arguments, you might be slower to dismiss other people

just because you can O easily refute their arguments. The

action in moral psychology is not really in the pronounce-

ments of the rider.

The second part of our
of moral psychology: Theres more 10
fairness. I recounted my time in India,

tour explored the second principle
morality than harm and

and how it helped me

















