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TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE IN THE EARLY
THE RABBINIC PERIOD

b in Jewish Palestine we sought to prove
lenization of the Mediterranean world did

not bypass the Jews, that they were affected by it in not a
small degree. Our investigations were mainly based on Greek
phrases, technical terms and single words available in rabbinic
literature. We shall now try to trace Hellenistic influence in
the behavior, rites, practices, conceptions and literary methods
of the Jews.

We shall consider first the treatment of the manuscripts of
Scripture by the early Rabbis! and compare it with the methods
applied by the Alexandrian grammarians to the Greek Bible,
the poems of Homer, the “‘Prophet of All."

According to the rabbinic sources the Bible contained words
which were read although not written in the text, words written
i1 the text which were not read,’ emendations by the Soferim¢
(literally: Scribes, see below), dots on certain letterss and special
signs.* Most of these sources date from the second century C. E.,

but the tradition itself is, no doubt, of much earlier origin. The

In the book Gree
that the general el

 information provided by 1t deserves closer examination.

Following the rabbinic analysis, we may divide the textual

' . e. the Soferim who, according to tradition, were active in Palestine
during the Persian period and the beginning of the Hellenistic domination.

* 'O roi Ildrros wpopnrys (Aristid. Quint. 111.26).

s TB Nedarim 37b; Soferim VI, 8-9, ed. Higger, p. 174 ff. The whole
text is translated and discussed by Geiger (Urschrift etc. p- 251) and by
Ginsburg (Introduction to the Massoretico-Critical Edilion of the Hebrew Bible,
London 1897, p. 308).

« Tonhuma, Beshalah 16. Comp. Mekhilta Shirah V1, ed. Horovitz: P. 134,
ed. Lauterbach 11, p. 43; Sifre 1, 84, ed. Horovitz, p. 81 and parallels.

s Sifre ibid. 69, p. 64 ff. and parallels referred to .1 the editor’s potes-
Comp. also Ginsburg ibid., p. 319 ff.

¢ Sifre ibid. 84, p. 80 and parallels, see below; Ginsburg ibid.: P- u28.
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