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INTRODUCTION 20

than “the words of the Torah” (I, 102). By, t
passing remarks without consequence in the syste
Star. Only after Rosenzweig had completed
returned from the war, married and established
started to direct the Lehrhaus and joined the
study group of Rabbi Nehemiah A. Nobel, o
“Law” take on a new importance for him.,
The reader does well to keep in mind that Rosenzweig,
the theoretician and thinker, was strongly determined by
the impressions of his senses. The actual, bodily exper;.

ence came first; the formula, the theory, the system,
followed. Whenever the written word was
based on living action

hege are
M of th,
he Star,
a h'Ome,
Talmud
nly then djg

not directly
, 1t was clearly the longing for
action which prompted Rosenzweig to speak.

It is very probable that the F rankfort experience .of
Jewish observance—beautiful and moving in spite of its
rigidity—and the intimate contact with the conservative
Rabbi Nobel confirmed ip Rosenzweig the view gained
in Warsaw that “it can be done.” The Builders argued

hat, just as knowledge can bhe acquired only by the in-
dividual’s delving into that knowledge,

which is just ag knowledge an integral part

can be understood only by Practicing, A
Proach indeed,

As in the realm

SO practice—
of Judaism—
Pragmatic ap-

so here, in the
g done must be transformed
from mere substa

Tesuming the terpm.
es between the two
- (Gesetz means to him
graph of the code, the

; this Gesetz must be

14 P
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7 INTRODUCTION

transformed into that which it was when it first issued

from its divine source: Gebot, the living, unmediated
call to action which the divine creator demands of the
human creature. Man’s response cannot be an unquestion-
ing bearing of the law or slavish obedience to its letter;

it can only be a loving acceptance of what his present
situation in life—his inner ability—allows him to accept.
The personal ability to fulfil the law must decide. We
choose; but the choice is made in absolute honesty and
in a readiness to increase our responsibilities.

This strictly undogmatic and apparently liberal ap-
proach to the problem of Jewish observance should not
detract our attention from Rosenzweig’s actual purpose:
to regain for the law the central place it once occupied
in Jewish life and to re-establish the connection between
the theological concept of divine revelation and the reg-
ister of rules for human behavior. These are not “customs
and ceremonies” but laws of God. There is an intimate
relationship between 2 minute detail of Halakhah and
the lofty “I am the Lord thy God.”

This was the cardinal point to which Martin Buber,
the addressee of The Builders, objected. His letters to
Rosenzweig which appear here for the first time in Eng-
lish (see Appendix) show beneath the friendship between
the two men an abysmal difference of yopinion. Had
Buber given Rosenzweig a full-scale answer, the exchange
of views might have become one of the major religious

debates in modern Judaism. Buber, who quite often in
his career engaged in heated polemics, did wise to exer-

cise self-restraint in not accepting Rosenzweig’s challence
and rer,actlng only in these short letters. Buber den'o
any direct connection betw 1 "

een revelation and the trad;.
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85 THE BUILDERS: CONCERNING THE LAW

acknowledged by the husband on Friday evening in the
biblical song of the Woman of Valour.” In this sphere
lies the prohibition of images, again not realized accord-
ing to what is being uprooted, but according to what is
being planted and cared for: the sehse of the incompar-
ableness of the One, and not less the infinite and infinitely
many-sided raiment of melodies which the course of the
centuries has woven around the Invisible and His service.
In it lies the rigid seclusion from the nations, which the
Law enforces to the very details of every-day life, but
again not realized in the manner of external isolation
but, rather, in that of an internal union; and yet the his-
torical law of assimilation lies in it as well, with none
among the nations subjected to it so actively a1.1d so pas-
sively as the messianic people. Both aspect.s impose _on
us equal responsibility, restraining our energies, releasing
new energies. The field of action is one. . . .
And again we have to realize that with this @1fymg
and broadening of the Jewishly do-able, nothmg. has
really been done. Whatever can and must be done is not
yet deed, whatever can and must be com.manded is not
yet commandment. Law [Gesetz] must again become com-
mandment [Geboc] which seeks to be transformed into
deed at the very moment it is heard. It must regain that
living reality [Heutigkeit] in which all great Jewish
periods have sensed the guarantee for its eternity.
Like teaching, it must consciously start where its con
stops being content and becomes inner power, our own
inner power. Inner power which in turn is added to the
substance of the law. For even if one should wish to do

 “everything” possible, he would still not fulfil] th
\!he would not fulfill it in a " o

; “way by which law would
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THE BUILDERS; CONCERN!NG THE LAw

become Commandmept .
fulfil, simply becayse

¢ e
-, ow .-
filled, as it was on It to Temajp, ,, il

a’s famoyg panfn]_

too, ig

=ae ) . carries
In 1tself its own law; there is only my, your, his ability

and, built on them, ours: not everybody’s, Therefore,
whether much is done, or little, or maybe nothing at all,
1s immaterial in the face of the one and unavoidable

demand; that whatever is being done, shall come from
that inner power. As the knowledge of everything know-
able is not yet wisdom, so the doing of everything do-able
is not yet deed. The deed is created at the boundary of
the merely do-able, where the voice of the commandment
causes the spark to leap from “I must” to “I can.” The
Law is built on such commandments, andyonlyronithem:
The growth of the Law is thus entrusted once again to
our loving care. Nobody should be allowed to tell us
what belongs to its spheres, as nobody was allowed to
tell us what belonged to the sphere of teaching. We should
not even wish to know that beforehand, even if we could.
Neither our wish nor our knowledge should anticipate
that choice. We may know beforehand the sphere of the
do-able; we may wish beforehand that our deed shall
find its place within that sphere; but whether it will

actually find it there does not depend on our knowledge
or wish, however much we assign them direction and

17 -
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m REVELATION AND LAW
| | : N
\[Qn: :dim and used a prayer book full of mystical directions.
Iy All this is not only past but present, and yet I am the
’Slraly way I am: with much imperfection, yet nothing is felt to
kﬂe‘ be missing any more. May your good heart under-
e stand me!
May you be sealed for a good life.

;22 Yours,
1) MARTIN BUBER.
at iy
tht | Martin Buber to Franz Rosenzweig
ause
my | Heppenheim, June 24, 1924
enl || Dear Friend: .
day I hear that at first you had agreed to have The Builders
00 published but then had reconsidered. I would like to re-
" ? commend to you that you have it printed, no matter how
me-' | it had originally been announced. I would prefer to have
1561 | that epistle published by itself. If I am able to write an
not answer, it will contain nothing in disagreement with its
igh‘ details. 1 agree 1o everything that ff)llows from the let-
0f ter’s premises, but not to those premises themselves. [~
af my faith that prevents me from doing this. You know,
10 my dear, that I do not use this word lightly, and yet here
i, it is quite appropriate. T'do not believe that revelation is | \/
:u | ever a form-ulfnion of law. It is only through man in his ‘ l
0 [ self-contradiction that revelation becomes legislation. This
i is the fa.ct of man. I cannot admit the law transformed
) | by r(;lana Slnto ltlhe; rea}]m of m);l will, if T am to hold myself
] | ready as well for the unmediated word of God dj
v to a specific hour of life. e

I I : .
0 ! i t1s part of my being that I cannot accept both [the
- v X

) :
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