
v erp ohrupfv ouh ,sucg ,ufkv vezjv sh o"cnr 1 

urhcjk vagn ivc ohsev otu ubrthca rsxv kg i,uagk lhrm kfhvc ohbpc ick hsdcc scuga ,usucg kf (t)
:oukf vag tk

///
rhga thch lf rjtu u,umnf rpv osn vzh u,sucg rundha osue ohasev asec rpv osk rhgav os ohsev (s)

,ub,nc rpv osk rhgav os ohsev iuatrv kxphu u,umnf ohasev asec unsn vzhu u,ut yujahu rjt
:rpv os rjtk vhhba ogp rhgav osn vzhu ruzjh ,furpv kg kfhvca

 
t vfkv v erp ohrupfv ouh ,sucg ,ufkv kg hukv ohhj hcr hausj 2 

tk urhcjk vagn ivc ohsev otu ubrthca rsxv kg i,uagk lhrm kfhvc ohbpc ick hsdcc scuga ,usucg kf
:k"fg oukf vag

os rjtk vhba ogp rhgav osn vzhu ruzjh ,furpv kg kfhvca ,ub,nc rpv osk rhgav os ohsev oa s"vcu
vag tk urhcjk vagn ohsev ot rsxv kg runtv f"vuh vagn kf r", [t"g] wx ;s tnuhc tuvu 'k"fg rpv

ohsev ot .ujcn ick hsdcc ohagbv ohrcs kct ohbpcn ick hsdcc ihagbv ohrcsc h,nht vsuvh wr rnt 'oukf
ihcu ohbpcn ihc ick hsdcc ihagbv ohrcsc ohrunt ohrcs vnc rnut vhnjb wr 'huag vaga vn urhcjk vagn
od b"rks oa rtucns [c"g] y"k ;sc khgk ihhgu 'huag vaga vn .ujcn cvz hsdcc ihagbv ohrcsc kct .ujcn

,ruyec runtv ohbp lrums ogyvs ihhduxc tfv od rtucn ifu 'cfgn irsx vrzgc ick hsdcc ihagbv ohrcs
hfv utkc b"rks ouanu 'h"rk er tuv ihcfgns rp ka uns i,n osue uyjaa rhgacu rpv ,yhja osue vbpja

odu 'cfgn irsx kfhvca ,usucg teuss expa o"cnrvu 'vrzgc thv i,hhags ;tu 'ick hsdcc ihagbs iuhf 'cfgn
arpnu 'ohbpcn ick hsdcc ihagbv ohrcsc er cfgn ubhts h"rf exps ouan ubhhv 'ohbp lrums tngy thcv

kkfc kfhvu 'ohbpku hbpk uaurhp ohbps whpa h"arhpf tks vzu 'cfgn ivc runtv kfs ohbp kkfc kfhv od h"rks
:vzc tuv .uj

,jt rxhj ota wufu vag ratf vagu thb,s tv kg [c"g] wn ;s ohjczc t,hts tvn thcva vban ojkc ihhgu
ohrcs wufu rnts h"rk tkt tfrmb tk wufu vhc vch,f veuj tyhap oa lhrpu 'oukf tku vag tk ,ub,nv kfn
hcfgn tk hnb ,utzv hcfgn tk irsxfsn tnht huag vaga vn urhcjk vagn ohsev .ujc ick hsdcc ihagbv

ohbp kkfc kfhvs expa o"cnrv kg vaeu 'cfgn tk i,tzv rsxu tuv .uj kkfc kfhv h"rks thsvk hrv 'k"ne
:g"mu 'cfgn i,hhzv rsxu

ohbpf ibhs ohbpku hnhbpv jcznv in tuva ,furpv kga ,utzvu 'eukj ubhs vhpud kfhvs o"cnrv ,gss vtrbu
irsx ihtu veuj ivc rntb tk h"rks .ujf ibhs unmg jcznv ,utzvu 'h"rk ;t cfgn irsxu uvc ch,f veujs

:cfgn

cqcb ;s tnuh ,fxn hkcc sunk, 3 

,t ,hgcvk tka u,kp,c lhrtn vhv tku iumhjv ,hcc vrme vkp, kkp,nu u,xhbf ,hc lrsc uk tcu tmh
:ktrah

cqdb ;s tnuh ,fxn hkcc sunk, 4 

uz vba tv,a ubhvkt wv lhbpkn iumr hvh hrnt crs vhnan uvhhur, tst cr rc ihcru tst cr rc tcr hkmn htn
vhnan vc ohhxn tcrs vhrc tjt cr vnuad tv, vbuja ot tnht tkt thv t,uhkgn vbuja vbujau vnuad

,kp, lhbpk xbf, tku vzn vz xbrpk ihfhrm ktrah lng uhvh tku vsuvh ,hcsn iykua shcg hsgh tk vsuvh crs
ohfrs hrcug

tbyuen h"rdv 5
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ose hrrv 6

cquf ;s ,hbg, ,fxn hkcc sunk, 7 

ohkaurh ,ubc ivca ohruphfv ouhfu ctc rag vanjf ktrahk ohcuy ohnh uhv tk kthknd ic iugna icr rnt
 uk ihta hn ,t ahhck tka ihkuta ick hkfc ,utmuh

///
,urnut uhv vn ivca ,uxjuhn hpuhk tkt vatv ihta hpuhk ofhbhg ub, ,urnut uhv vn ivca ,uhphph ibcr ub,

ohna ouak ofjen uje ,urnut uhv vn ovca ,urgufn ohbck tkt vatv ihta hpk vjpank ofhbhg ub,
tuvu ohehsmk kujn ,uagk tuv lurc ausev sh,g rzgkt hcr rnt vtrhc tkug rnt ohcuvzc uburyg,a sckcu

wv vz ubghauhu uk ubhue vz ubhvkt vbv tuvv ouhc rntu rntba ugcmtc vtrn sjtu sjt kfu isg idc ovhbhc cauh
:u,guahc vjnabu vkhdb uk ubhue

vk euxp s erp ohrcs kg hhjc ubcr 8 

ifu 'ohvktv tuv wv tkt wv tuv ohvktv ouen ouac rntha vkuf vru,v kfc tmn, tk hf vzc lkfa hbhg jepu
'ohr,xb ohxb ahu ohnxrupn ohxb ah hf '(yk 'jh t ohfkn) ohvktv tuv wv urnthu ovhbp kg ukphu uvhkt ihbgc

:ihch khfanvu 'ohr,xbv ohnxrupnv kkfcu

t erp - ohrupfv ouh rga - ohhj .g hrp rpx 9 

ubk vhv f"tu 'kusdc vk,b iyev hf 'gsub tkv hf - whp /ohvktv tuv wv ohrnut ubt 'f"vhs vkhgbv rjt obnt
'vkhgbv rjt v,g tkv hf 'ihbgv obnt /trufs tuva v"huv thv 'tceubv thva ohvkt k"r 'wv tuv ohvkt 'rnuk
t"zv vkug ikufa 'e"z sdb 'p"z ohrnutu /ohvkt ,trebv 'tceubv ,snug rat ouen sg vkgnk vkug tuv oda
,j, uktna x"zu /tceubv ka ihbhsv ue,nb 'vz kf h"g obnt /vbhcv sg sxj ouenn vkgnk vkgu 'ivn vkgnk

:ktna og er eucj ihtu 'p"cp ,uhvk vrzj ztu 'f"vh sgu v"r ouhn 'rvuzc rfzbf 'hatrk

yk euxp s erp ohrcs kg hhjc ubcr 10 

uck kt chah tku (yh 'sn vhgah) v"g thcbv rnta vnn 'vr,h vgsu kusd iuhg lhrma rcsv tuv ckv ,cav ihbgu
'ohkdkdv ukt ohnac 'okugv dhvbn ohvktv tuv wv hf uckc cajha tuv vzv ihbgvu 'rntk vbuc, tku ,gs tk

rnta cu,fv iuakc kkfb vz kfu ',unuv, hengn ukt ,j,n 'kpav okugv .rtv kgu 'ohftknv ukt kgnn
:ikuf ,unkugv kfc 'sug iht rntu 'enugk .rtu ourk ohna (d 'vf hkan) v"g vnka

dh ,ut - vfubjk ehsm hrp rpx 11 

v,t okugv trcb tka sg tuv v,t tuva vhvhu vuuv vhv vrun v"huv oas gushf ubhhvu 'ohvktv tuv v"huv hf
usucf sdb ova vtrbu ihprjna ivc ahu vc hcauhu kc, ohtur ubtu okugv trcba rjt ;ts /okugv trcban tuv

ouhv ,gshu rntba uvzu okugv ,thrc osue unf lrc,h ubumr sdb rcs oua okugc vagb iht ouen kfn lrc,h
arsba unf grv rmhu cuy rmh ova ,ucckv wck lcck kt ,ucavu vrun ifa ckv hengnk xbfba ,gsv ,bhjcc

vzv okugc vxhp, oua ubk iht vzcu /okugv trcba osue unf kfva vruna v"huv hf /lcck kfc (vturv wp)
ihgk vtrb ubhta ;t if ohbhntn ubta vbunt ,bhjc tuva hbst oac er vzv okugc vdvb vz oa iht if hbpna
ohrpxc t,hta unfu /vzv okug ,dvbv kg vrun ohvkt oau ohvktv tuv v"huv hf ',gsv ,bhjck ufz ztu /if

okuf ,ujfv kgc tuva ohvkt jfn if od tuv gcyv hp kg dvb,na ihgk vtrba vns g"cyv thrynhd o"hvkt
/vz sujhk ufz ztu

////
ufzh ztu /knrfv rvc ,uncv ruxhtc chrehu ihnhbc ka ugrz aruan vz ihbgc vhva uvhkt vagn hsh kg vz rrc,hu
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xhbfna uvhkt ,bhjc hsh kg urrc,ha /knrfv rvc uvhktf ohchcj uhvh ofca oharva knrff lhkg latr
ohvktv tuv v"huv rnuk ktrah kf ufz ztu /ubhckh dkaf ,uhfzf ,uagb ,ubusz uhvha ckv enugc vcua, ruvrv

uaga rjt zta ohvktv tuv v"huv ohngp wz ohrnut ohruphfv ouh htmunc ifu /yrp jrutc h,hntv sujhv tuva
/gushf okav rpxn tuv wz rpxnu /vz sujh ohngp wz ihrhfzn h,ts tnkg vbhc urhjs tgr, vkd,bu vcua, ktrah

ch ,ut - trtu ,arp ehsm hrp rpx 12 

kt ,ucavu usckn sug iht hf ,gsk yrp jrutc treb vza ohvktv tuv wv hf gsbnk hgc ,t ht ouen kfn
smn er kfva uz vausek lf rjt ghd, /sjhf ,ucck wcv kkf,vku rmhv aucfk ostv ,uks,av hsh kg hf /lcck

oaf vhvt rat vhvt vsdt arsn oac (,una) i"cnrv c,fa unfu /cuyc l,rhjcu l,urcd,v ;t lrc,h oav
(u wtn ,una wg) vhv, rat vhvt rnuk lhrm vhv iuufnv hpks ubeses rcfu /lng vuuv hbt lf hng vuuv v,ta

if od tuv ostv ,uks,avu ,sucg od rat gsba vausev uz ubc ghpaha lrc,h oav jhycva tuv aurhpv ift
inz kfu /lrc,h oav smn ,ntc if od vza vhvt iuak if od hng vuuv v,ta vn kg if,hu lrc,h oav smn

wcv kkf,vk ostv rcd,ha rjt er /ohvktv tuv wv hf ,gsk uz vausek tck kfuh tk ,ucck wcv ostc aha
wv er hf 'uhagn kfc ,gsk ,gsv vz uckc gcebaf ztu /lrc,h oav smn kfv hf 'uz vghshk vfzh zt /sjf ,ucck

tka tbhbj wrc (c"g z ihkuj) ubhmna lrs kg /gr kfn ukhmnu u,ghshf ung dvb,n v"cev ,ntc zt ,tz kf kgp
vkgn ka thknp ihahjfna ohpaf utreba h"r rntsn vaenu ch,f usckn sug iht rntu ohpafn ;t trhh,b

/wufu tbhbj wr hbta hban vnu ch,f usckn sug ihts rnte tre tuv hrvu /vh,ufz tahpbs tbhbj wr hbta hbanu
hbta rnta uvzu /if ung vuuv lrc,h oav od zt /usckn sug ihts uz vghshc dhana hnk ubhhv 'uhrcsa vbufv kct

sug ihts vz ,ukd,vc ubgnk lrc,h oav vkd,b if kgu /usckn sug ihts vghshv vz uc guce vhva 'wufu tbhbj wr
/uehzvk rcs oua kfuh tku /usckn

uy ,ut - trtu ,arp ehsm hrp rpx 13 

v"cevk tre susu 'wufu vgurv in vhuzc ,ubnut ihta tmun ,t (df cuy rjua) arsnc /rxjt tk hgur wv [uy]
/wufu vgur u,ut true hbt ;t h,ut vgurv ohvktv rntba vgur uk tre cegh ibuc,t ohbezn sus rnt tkt vgur

urnta vn hp kg tuv ihbgv ift /v"huv oac rnt susu ohvkt oac rnt v"g ubhct ceghs hubha ah ouen kfnu
'wufu van iuk ;hkuts t,hhruts ihsuep iubht kfc uks,at tes ihba wn ;uxcku (t vf) uz varp tbnhvn thgrc

/wufu ohvktv tuv wv hf 'wuf tehhs ouhv lcck kt ,cavu ouhv ,gshu ch,fs tuv tsv yrp jrutc iuk ;hkut ihsf
cuy rmh lcck 'wuf lcck kt ,ucavu ohvktv tuv wv hf 'gsbhnk hgc ,t ht 'wuf vhk thgchn lck kt (c uf) ikvku

tbhnhc tktna tsjf iuk tkkftk lcck kt ,ucavu (t zf) ikvku (ch wtn w,bu) 'wuf tsc ts khkf,ts gr rmhu
unf v"huv oa utreb vru, hrcsva v"huv oa ,gpuv vhv tk vru, i,n osue vbvu /ohvktv tuv wv hf gs, ihsf
ohvktv v"g ubhct cegh rnta unf o,uks,avc vhv ,uctv ,sucgu /(t wtn w,bu /tf /u ,ufrc) trndvn ubrnta
u,snc sjt kf urrc,va o,uks,avc ufkv ,uctvu /okuf ,ujfv kgc vrun vz oas uhbpk h,uct ufkv,v rat

h,ut vgurv ohvktv rnt unmg kgu /v"huv oa treb vza lrc,h u,tn uuymba vru, hrcsc tku vtrhu vcvtc
kct /lrc,h oavn kfva u,ut dhvbn okuf ,ujfv kgca er u,uks,avu ujfc vhv tk vaga vna dhava 'wudu

vru, i,n rjtu /(d wtn w,bu) ovk h,gsub tk v"huv hnau rntb vz kga ,ukd,vc vru, hrcsv vhv tk ouen kfn
vn kfa gshk ubhhvs 'ohvktv tuv wv hf 'yrp jrutc gsbhnku /v"cev ka uh,una vru,v kfa v"huv oa tuva
ehruvku ohnaca uhctk sjt ck uk ,uagk vfzha rjt er dhavk rapt ht vz /lrc,h oavn er tuv vauga

 ztu ,ucckv wcc lcck kt ,ucavu vzu tbhnhc tktna tkkftk uvzu /cuyk lpv,h tuv oda khxf ckn grv
t,htu /rxjt tk v"huv oac hgur wv v"g lknv sus rnta vzu /okuf ,ujfv kgc ohvktv tuv v"huv hf ,gshu

ivh,ubug ihckna iubck (c"g yk tnuh) urnta vn lrs kg tuvu /hsng v,t hf gr trht tk 'wudu lkt hf od lf rjt
rsuxn vhv kfva lrc,h oav rrcna ubhhvu /,uhfzf uk ,uagb ,ubusza ihfuz vcvtn vcua, rjta /ktrah ka

hnh wun ,utcu ,urusxa ukkv ohbaf ofhtyj uhvh ot (c"g yp ,ca) urnta unfu vthrcv ,hatrc lrc,h u,tn
,cak ihfuzaf ,cacu /hsng v,t hf 'uvzu (ohngp vnf rtc,bu) ,uhfzf uhvha ubhckh dkaf uhafg sgu ,hatrc

ckc vause xhbfvku khxf ckn grv ehruvk ubhhvu 'tck h,c hr,c vrhs iuk scghnk o,rsk /vtkg vcua, vtkg
arsba stn cuy vbvu 'wudu ohekt trhu ch,fu /grv rmh in,n hbp,tu (jn iueh, rvuz hbueh,) urnta unfu ofj
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tuvv tkt truvb ,hks (t spe c"jz) urnta vn lrs kgu /stn cuy vhvha cuyv lphv kf kg vcr ,hatrcc
ifu /ohvktv tuv wv hf ,gshu ,gsv ,drsnk ihfuz ztu /tahc udn epbs tuvv tkt tcy ,hku tfuaj udn epbs

:ohvktv tuv v"huv ohngp wz ohrnut vtkg ,ca tkcuh urhjs tnkg tuva ohruphfv ouhc

s ,ut - jre ,arp ehsm hrp rpx 14 

gc,a unfu tcv okug hhj hshk thcna vcuyk vz od vgrv j,p, iupmn rntba unf iupmv ihsv ,sn ;ta ubhhvu
huvhnk t,unhka ohkat tuv ohvktv tuv wv hf rnt ,ts tsf tuv hukv scgu u,u lf rjt rntu /ubhct ejmh

ohrmnn ktrah uepb sf (wt v"f trtu n"gr) rnta hp kg ubhhvu /wufu ktrah ,xbfk tkcek tyhap tuv sj tkf
ihsf wufu kkf jrutc ts tsuep hgshs iuhfu wudu ofhvkt wv hbt hf o,gshu ch,fs iuk ;hkut ts vtnse tsuep wufu

o,gshu kkf jrutc ovk rnt osuena ubhhvu /wufu yrp jrutc ts ohvktv tuv wv hf wufu yrp jrutc iuk ;hkut
f"fa vzv okug ,dvbv kf kg vrun ohvkt ohvktv tuv wv hf yrp jrutc iuk ;hkut vba wn rjt lt wv hbt hf

tka sg tuv v,t vzu /t"uv ,sn hsh kg if od tuv vzv okugn gcyv ,dvbv kfa ubhhvu 'g"cyv vhrynhd o"hvkt
ifu /sh,gk vkd,ha h,hntv sujh vzu okgbv kfa t"uv ,ch, vrun vz kga vthrcv osue vhva unf okugv trcb

uvhkt vkd,h sh,gk ifu /ohvktv tuv wv urntu kfv urhfva ktrahc xhbfva thcbv uvhkt hsh kg vkdb vz sujh
v"huv sujh tuva ,h,hntv vkutdv vhvh ztu /ohvktv tuv wv hf urhfha ktrah kf ckc vz xhbfh tuva thcbv

/c,fb tuva oaf

vctuav ,hc ihgn 15

 ohkhv, rpx - oheuxpv rga 16

:u"he inhx

:hapb vykn wv tbt
wv iubj ut 'i"nv uhkt ,ukgvc ztu /hapb vykn rnt ifku 'apb trebv ovu /uvhctw csbw uvhktw tuv 'tbt ,"r

:ohrjt oheuxpc a"n f"d vzu /s"n h"g 'vng duusznv ehsmv 'suxhv tuva 'ehsmu

 cqf ;s tnuh ,fxn hkcc sunk, 17

ujhrhc ukue gnabu oav tbt rnt rcfu rn rnts ubnn jcuan kusd ivf if hp kg ;tu 

 zy erp trehu rpx 18

vb̈Ẍ ©C , ©j ©t o,̈t«Y ©j kF̈ ¦n k ¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §C k ©g r ¥P ©f§k ok̈«ug , ©E ªj§k o¤f̈k ,t«Z v,̈§hv̈ §u (sk)

 cqsf ;s ,hbg, ,fxn kg vrut ire 19

iykua shcg hsgh tku ohhxn tcrs whrc tjt cr wuf vbujau vnuad ,tzv vbav tv,a iumr hvh hkmn htn trnd
hp kg tuv z"g kusd ivf kkp,va vns vtrb /wuf vzn vz xbrp,vk ohfhrm ktrah lng uvh ktu vsuvh ,hcsn
hrga hf uvuchav tk vxbrpv kgu uvuchav kfv kgs v"g ubhct cegh hcd (y"x varp vcr ,hatrc) arsnv

otruc ,sucgk ,ubpvku ktrah ,jubnk ,hrehgvu vkusdv vbfvv thv ,ntcu /ohkusd ohnjr ohfhrm vxbrpv
,hgcvk tka u,kp,c lhrtvk htar vhv tku tuv iumr ,gu ohruphfv ouhc ktrah iug vmrb ratf if kg lrc,h
hsgh tku tjt cr vc ohhxnu /vxbrp ubhhv rynu 'ohfrucn uhvha vba hnad kg vrmec kkp,v if kg ktrah ,t

oe vhv v"g lknv susa (c"g wd) ,ufrc ahrc k"z urnta vn tuvu wuf ufrymh tku vsuvh ,hcsn iykua shcg
ktrah lng uk urntu uhkt ktrah hnfj uxbfb rjav sung vkgafu ,ujca,u ,urhacu vru,c exgu vkhk ,umjc

ovk i,b rcfa iuhf ouh kfc ,tz rnuk ovk vnk vrutfku susdc ofhsh uyap ufk ochava sg vxbrp ohfhrm
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gsubfu ohnan vfuknv vb,hb sck ugrzku uk gush sus ,hc ,ufkn ,bhjc hf ov ohtkpb k"z ovhrcs kct /u,mg
i,,u vkhk sugc oe,u khj ,at ka vjcac rntba vnu /hghcr kdr tuva (z"m varp vcr ,hatrc) k"z ovhrcs

gpa ,kcen ohna ,ufkna unfu ktrah ung og v"g lknv sus dvb,h ,tzv tndusf vh,urgbk euju v,hck ;ry
i,ub v,tu (u"y v"ne ohkhv,) rntba unf whrc kfk ,ekjn thv rjav ,ukgcu rjav ,ukg sg ,umjn vfrcu

u,ufzc ufkv f"jt vru,c exg rjav ,ukg sg ,umjnu ktrah ung og ubfkn sus dvb,v if u,gc okft ,t ovk
rehg hf ohtur ubt vznu /khfank ohgush ohrcsvu rxjh tk kkau wuf cuy uv,knd b"anf kka ekjk ujufcu

z"g kusdv ivfv kkp,v if kg 'kf ubrxj ubhbugc ubnn vkyhb rat ,gnu sus ,hc ,ufknc vhuk, ktrah ,xbrp
rjt ogk tku vzk vz ktrah lng ufrymh tk zt vsuvhn yca ruxh tk ratfu vsuvh ,hcn iykua shcg hsgh tku

:k"bfu ovhchut kka uekjh hf

 p sung - emue vbuntu ,nt rpx 20

hfkuv tku ohfrs hrcug rnt ifku wv lrsc lkuva hn tk kct ',"hav lrs kg u"j rcuga hn ubhhv ohfrs hrcug
:ohfrs

21 Franz Rosenzweig’s Conversions - Pollock
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6 FRANZ ROSE.NZWBIG'S CONVERSIONS

convinces him that such faith is still very much alive within Judaism itself.

Glatzer's inl\uential essay may be said to have stamped the story with this

two-step structure.7 Thus, according to Glatzer, "Rosenzweig decided to be

come a Christian" when, through the night-conversation with Rosenstock,

"he came to see, with the clarity of conviction, that an intellectual's attitude

toward the world and history can be one of religious faith."8 And Glatzer

concludes that Rosenzweig's letter tס Ehrenberg, announcing his decision

tס remain a Jew, "betrays a certainty that does not come tס a man through

thinking; it points to a profound, instantaneous event." "The experience

of this day (i.e., Yom Kippur] was the origin of his radical return tס Judaism."

"Had it not been an experience of his own life, all this [i.e., his later account

of the Yom Kippur liturgy in the Star] could not have been written."9 

Ever since Glatzer's essay appeared, these two moments of faith experi

ence have been attributed tס Rosenzweig as the beginning and ehd of his

proces� of conversion throughout the literature. To give a sense of the over

whelmi�g authority of this claim about faith and faith experiences within the

story as it has been passed down in the scholarship, permit me to cite here

roughly �ne representative voice from the Rosenzweig scholarship for every

decade s1nce Glatzer published his influential essay: 

• 1950: ln the wake of the night-conversation ofJul • .. 
standpoint of reli i f . h h" 

y 7, 1913, Rosenzwe1g made the
. g ous a1t is own, but that very fact called his Jew· h • 

quest1on .... And so ... he decided to become a Ch . . . is ness 1nto 
could be consummated howe R . r1st1an. Before h1s conversion

 • >ver, osenzweig went t th Y י
held in a little Orthodox synagogue in Berlin Th ס e om_ K1ppur services
exactly what has never become known B t h _ere someth1ng happened
convinced that he could live h"s ן· . • u w en it was over, Rosenzweig was

1 re 1g1ous existence J d 
in the People lsrael."10

as a ew an that his place was

• 1961: "The fact that a man of science like R seriousness, changed Rosenzweig's ld _osenstock related to faith with such
do . t 1 wor v1ew from it t d 
" us in ern� revolution occurred within him. . . s oun ations. A tremen-
Rosenzwe1g decided to travel to Be ן · d 

•• Fa1th conquered Rosenzweig" 
g 
h�gue of Eastern European Jews 

r 1 
t
n
h_an

'Y< 

spen� Yom Kippur in a small syna. -
1m to J d · • • • is סm K1p u a1sm. He left the service a dift 

pur prayer service returned
conquered him, and this time the faith o�r::t :::�:�:��1 the second time faith had

• 1972· "Th 
• 
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argued word, the word spoken which denies all relativity, beginning as it does 
from the confession of faith." "The second was his lonely participation in the 
service of the Day of Atonement in Berlin חס October 11, 1913, a service which 
was intended to mark his departure from Judaism and the Jewish faith and in 
fact resulted in his reconversion and return as baal teshuva .. .. We know nothing 
about what transpired, but we can guess from certain themes which recur in ... 
[his] writings. Rosenzweig discovered the liturgy of Israel as a felt liturgy, a liturgy 
which actually enabled humble men to be pulled out of time into the rhythm 
of eternity., •• Rosenzweig left the service resolved to remain ajew."12

• 1982,: "Rosenzweig's 'real' conversion was to occur in Leipzig injuly 1913, at the
close of a night of discussion with Eugen Rosenstock in the course of which the
latter succeeded in refuting Rosenzweig's relativistic world view of using not so
much rational arguments but rather the testimony of his own lived faith. It is faith,
looked upon not as a theological notion but as a fact of origin, as a lived experience,
that Rosenzweig calls revelation . . .. However, before taking the decisive step,
Rosenzweig decided to attend the Yom Kippur service in a small synagogue in
Berlin. It is there that his real conversion occurred, the conversion that brought
him back to Judaism. Rosenzweig does not mention explicitly this experience in
any of his writings, but without a doubt, it is the decisive event of his spiritual
biography."13

• 1982,: "In an all-night discussion (July 71 1913) with two friends, both Christians
of Jewish origin, Rosenzweig found in them a faith so genuine, and in himself a
hunger so profound, that he gradually reached the decision that he, too, must
convert to Christianity. And during a single day ( October 11, 1913, attending Yom
Kippur services in a small Orthodox synagogue in Berlin ... ), he made the as
tounding discovery that 'Religion: Jewish' was not, after all, an empty notation
at a registry office, but nothing less than the unique relation between the Jewish
people and the God of the world."14

• 1988: "Slowly Rosenstock led his friend to the realization that a votary of cul
ture and reason could with integrity affirm faith in revelation, and that indeed
it was the only sensible way of overcoming the philosophical and historical
relativism of the day. On the night of 13 July Rosenzweig yielded to Rosen
stock 's arguments and declared that he would adopt Rosenstock's O.ffenbar
ungsglaube . . . .  ln preparation for his conversion, he attended that autumn
the Jewish High Holiday services, finding his way for the Day of Atonement
to a traditional synagogue in Berlin .... Having witnessed, perhaps for the
first time, a traditional Day of Atonement service, Rosenzweig concluded
that Judaism was not spiritually moribund as he and his friends had assumed.
Reversing his decision to enter the Church, he thus affirmed that a meaningful
life of faith may be pursued within the precincts, as he put it, of the Synagogue."15

• 1995: "First there is the famous conversation of July 7, 1913 .... Rosenstock per
suades Rosenzweig of the untenability of his or any skeptical relativism ... in the 
name of a religious absolute, more specifically, in the name of Christian faith .... 

10
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The second great event of Rosenzweig's spiritual biography, just three m�nths 

after the culminating conversation with Rosenstock: the now famous Yom K1ppur 

experience in a small orthodox shul in Berlin1 on October 11, 1913. • 
.
', On tha� Yom 

Kippur day in Berlin, Rosenzweig discovered thatJudaism was neגther a relגc nor 

a preparation, but that it was very much alive .... These two profound transforma-
• 

 b 1·� d k י
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tions determined the path of Rosenzweגg s su sequent 11e an wor • 

• 2.005: "Two events, two encounters of 1913, were pivotal in establishing the direction 
of his life. The first was a conversation with an elder peer [sic] Eugen Rosenstock, 
whose passionate and articulate commitment to Christianity convinced Franz 
that religion, at least Christianity, could provide a meaningful orientation for 
modern life. The second was a religious metamorphosis during the holiest day 
of the Jewish calendar, Yom Kippur. His experience of God's nearness taught him 
that there was still fire in the smoldering embers of Judaism, despite his having 
earlier dismissed that religious heritage as moribund."17 

These accounts of Rosenzweig's near-conversion and return in 1913, of

fered by some of the most important scholars in Jewish thought of the Iast 

sixtyyears
1 
are merely a representative sample of the myriad retellings of the 

story in the literature, but they clearly bear out the key role faith experi

ence plays within the dominant scholarly account of Rosenzweig's period 
of personal transformation. lt may come as some surprise, therefore, that 

Rosenzweig nowhere mentions having undergone any kind of significant 
experience on Yom Kippur in 1913, 

18 and he in fact explicitly denies that the 
transformation he underwent in the wake of the Leipziger Nachtgesprach 

had anything to do with "faith experience."19 Given this dearth of evidence 
from Rosenzweig's own pen1 it is quite remarkable that the story of Rosen
zweig's conversion in its prevailing form has had the astonishing staying 

power testified to in the above citations. There is no doubt that part of the 
appeal of this story stems from the way it paints such an inspiring, indeed 

triumphant picture of possibilities still available for those struggling in the 
modern world with matters of spiritual identity1 in general, and with matters 

of Jewish identity in particular. The figure of a Rosenzweig who was so evi

dently drawn to Christian faith but who nevertheless remained a J ew also be

came an important bridge, after World War 11 in particular, upon which the 

possibility of Jewish-Christian interfaith dialogue could be reestablished. 20 

But I would suggest that part of the staying power of this foundational myth 

is wrapped up in the very claims to faith experience around which the story 

is structured. 

11
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