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because of the similarity of Moriah to moros (
Pagan critics such as Apion would have taken d

with folly, implying that Abraham was comma
to the mountain of folly!*?

The meaning, as well as the location, of Moriah became the subject of
much discussion in the writings of the rabbis and church fathers, and the
subject of concern to the biblical translators. The word is probably derived
from the Hebrew verb ‘to see’, and the theme of vision was an important
element in nearly all the interpretations. For example, the rabbis suggested
that Moriah referred to ‘the place of vision’ (77X X7°)%° and it is worth
noting that the Samaritan translation renders ‘land of revelation’ (TX).
These interpretations were reinforced by the phrase in Genesis 22.14

uo.opés), which means folly.
elight in associating Moriah

nded by God to take his son

(Which is commonly translated either as ‘on the mountain of th? Lord
he will be seen’ or ‘on the mountain of the Lord it will be provided’ - 772
9 Hom. in Gen. PG

: ; 20,
2 i i 54 429

¢ " . 5
Gen. 8.3 Doutreleau. Cf. Chry, Hom. in Gen. PG 54 330: C°“.’"’°';fh:§l<]>:"h::“|‘; :::ad
good man endured in the three days as he calculg(cd ¢c mﬂ}':;"gsothc son he loved so
the fact that he was destined to put to death with his own han

Pondered
much’

3 Mldlm/] V4
7 4ta, Buber (1894:4). 6 TanY Ve-yera 22. | .
a 2MRab 56, Cf BT San. 89b; TanB Ve-yera 46; TanY Ve-yera 22; PesR 40.

above cd that
2 PP- 75~6. . ' 5.30-7) suggest
Ban use of word-plays in polemic was not unusual, ¢.g. Apion (Contra Ap. 2

| - ith a di in, sabbo (0apPw)-
? GenRy) 5.7 h’ was associated with a disease of the gro
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‘mountain of visiop®

‘n he ount the Lord Was Sc.cThc
with Moriah that‘LXX 2 Chronid

n . . Text, the Lord T q

between Moriah and Visir::

das?
n'

2t Abraham’s visjq
nary
the Temple on Mgy,
, t
, earance of God’s Pr
rovided ppPO o visud ap f sacrifice. F o,
P h words che place of sacrifice. LT Xample
, :on A4S :ch is clearly seen’. Symmachy
: ,
e mﬂucnccd Jerome? choice of visionj
Sy .
ha 5 offers ‘land of worship’, which js
i1 his cranslation of v. 2 - jp

[saac before God. In the

r
in the Vulgate . .ion O b
consistent with his - commaﬂded o OECI: ith M Vi
Abraham W “Akedah is : dentified W1t ount Gerizim
ment with Judaism over the site

iah’ rather than

he ‘mount of worship’.® The [atter
. of the Lord’ refers to the Temple
(Deuteronomy 3.25),

Is it a mountain — A . :
: : >ns (Isaiah 2.3).

that suggcsted that

The theme of worship was
4cscnbcd as a place of incense (710),% and other rabbinic interpret
likewise emphasize its holiness. For exam ple, it 1s variously described as the

place of instruction (X71), awe (7x~) and the seat of the world’s dominion

qtions

3 The IXXévT® 6 / X .
1 8pe1 kUpros @b clearly provides the translation of the Vulgate ‘in mont¢ Domints

videbit'.
32 GenRab 55.7. LXX 2 Ch : .
"E‘}),owc:}):nu év Spet ToU ::xr:pn}: .ogaéggf Ko SaAwpewv ToU oikoBoueiv TOV OIKOY xupiov
wie ; (Vjolle T~ : ) - | 'Ono
'm’:xr:w 1‘:7Lord appeared unto David’, is nmpfoz do.o. Aavid TaTpl aUTOV. The LXX addlﬂ“m
» CF X2 TOX TINT T2 200 i nd in the Masoretic Text D -
. comments of Levenson (1993:94—5) &
b with T8 0f

34 Salvesen 1991
91:44. However, H
77 rather than X, ayward (1995:177) suggests that Jerome associated Moria
associatc O

5 [ ¢
# Kalimi 2002: 48-s8.  3® Tz Ps Jon on Le
. n Lev. 9.2,

7 $0S. Rab. 4.6.2; G
Aab. 4.6.2; GenRab 55.7. M
and incense in the Temple (cf Ex).’r ;c}: :;’:t; ;)nc of the ingredients used in the preparation 0

(PN Mmoo 7



f described as the place f h 89

_%{ en descCri dCe rom w lCh

(:mﬂ"o),‘ . lsa:é hurls them into Gehenng 38 All of t(*;\:lc Shoots 3¢ ("7‘43)

| e '?wofn: play on words with Moriah ‘Nterpr €tations
w,ﬁscf ;nctit)’ of Moriah might also haye Provided ¢he

- - contex f;

+ rabbinic interpretation, which suggests that Ab: CXt for 2 wel|.

= in.? The a
o the mountain. Ppeara o .
‘",Vflop;::gscncc, indicated to Abraham the site of the -Presenting the
DIW(';; C[oud, but the servants, who Saw
:gch implies that only Abraha.m.and I d the privilege of

<cing the Divine Presence. This Interpretation ; ,

smran fragment that refers to Abraham seeing a ‘fire’ on Morizh, The g
350 represents a divine apparition as illustrated 1 o .
d Rabbi Eliezer, which mentions a ‘pillar of fre .

extending from the earth
’ 40
0 the heavens’.4

nothing, were tol

place going up to heaven. Others say that he saw the column of light in the
form of a cross’ 4!

Although the Greek fathers showed no awareness of a §lou$l surroupding
the mountain, they did share with the rabbis an exegetical interest mdt.hc
ste of the sacrifice and also emphasized its holiness. For example, Melito

offers the following typological Interpretation:

And the Lord was a lamb like the ram _ &
Which Abraham saw caught in a sabek tree (&v puT® 2aPex)
but the tree displayed the cross,

and that place, Jerusalem, "

and the lamb, the Lord fettered for slaughter.

19571213

¢ g&gt“g f’ RE 31. Cf, Fizmyer 2002:211-29.
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ius’ 1 ! o sheds lighto
ebius’ interpretation als
acci‘:lsnts offcringpa description of an altar that stood against the slope

of Golgotha and that was thought to have been built by f‘\braham for
the sacrifice of Isaac.#’ Isho’Dad of Merv commented that ‘the altar was
built on the spot where Solomon would build the Temple, where Adam
lay buried and where our Lord would be crucified’. A remarkably similar

interpretation is found in Targum Pseudo-Jonathan, which explained tha

(htc, Temple was located on an altar built by Adam, destroyed by the flood,
rebuilt by Noah and finally destroyed by the generation of the division. The

Targum describes ho
w Abraham rebuil e ‘
suggests that the sancti . thc altar, and this mtcrprctanon

ty' of the Tcmple stretched baCl( to the time of




Interpretations of the yapp;. a

(joNS for the disastcr, Which served bod) p 1
a;plma . d l to e t l - . (0 chO

mu'nl")’ and reply to externa Cl‘lths
com

48 dcstro}’Cd bccausc., _
:35 ncg.lCC[Cd, thc r abbls were dCSPiSCd an

. L 90

last forever? No, for it is wricte

Y resting pl : :
L dwell (2TX) for I have desired ¢ (Psalm 135 4,). E,Ec‘;ci‘fm €ver, here () will
wntten, ‘Lowly, and riding upon 2 -

n, ‘This iS m

& reinforced by a quotation from Zechariah 9.9, which pre-
- tha the messiah would arrive on an ass; just as Abraham and. Isaac

an om the mountain to the ass so the messiah would arrive on
1ass

: | 1 ® ) © d
lehls "Nterpretation makes clear that there was a divine purpose behin
¢ Struction of the Te

0 God and Israel, for God would remain faithful to his

_ -
¢ rabbinic interpretation fulfilled a role similar to the epis

, hful o clin
Ws and the epistle of James, encouraging the SRS —
ith in the face of trials.

Cil’ fa

Rab 31.10. :
Yomagb.  $ GenRab §6.2. (lif jroshm ;f:f:l{o o ch chat the sice for
9 o t
(1894:4): *“Stay here . . .” — why is

“here™’, (78), - 13214
had been chosen as indicaced by the use of “here . { )
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