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2 The Annals (Tacitus)/Book 15
Chapter 44
Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite
tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from
whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the
hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus,
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8 Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls - Bergsma
Chapter 2: Waiting for the Messiah

22 The origins of the Qumran sect are thought by some to be in the communities of the Hasidim,
the pious anti-Hellenistic circles formed in the early days of the Maccabees. The Hasidim may
have been the precursors of the Essenes, who were concerned about growing Hellenisation and
strove to abide by the Torah
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10 The First Messiah

Chapter 2 - Behold the Man
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CHAPTER 2

Waiting for the Messiah

THE MEN OF QUMRAN WERE LIVING OUT IN THE DESERT
waiting for the Messiah to show up. Isaiah 40:3 says, “A voice is
crying out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”” The Qumranites
took this literally. They took “the way of the Lord” and the “high-
way for our God” as references to the route the Messiah and his

entourage would take when he processed up to the Holy City in
the last days. From the perspective of Jerusalem, the spiritual cen-
ter of Judaism, the “wilderness” and “desert” were directly east,
consisting of the wasteland on the way down to the Dead Sea.
Some biblical prophets had also predicted that the Lord would
return to Jerusalem from the East when all things were restored.!
So the men of Qumran headed directly east from Jerusalem until
they hit the Dead Sea, and there they set up camp to await the
coming of the Messiah, along the route they expected him to take.
Their sentiments were very similar to those o
tual that says, “Oh, when the saints go marching in! T want to be

in that number, when the saints go marching in!”
The term “Messiah” comes from the Hebrew word mashiach,

¢ . . . « .
“omeone anointed with oil,” from the verb mashach, “to anoint

with oil.” The Greek equivalent is christos, from the verb chrid.
shiach or christos would be

The literal English translation of ma

f the American spiri-



“Anointed One.” In ancient Israel, religious or civil leaders were
often anointed to mark the beginnings of their careers of leader.
ship. Kings and priests were always anointed at the starts of thejr
reigns, and sometimes prophets as well. Late in the history of Bib-
lical Israel, when the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were in steep
decline, prophets arose who promised that at some time in the
future, an anointed leader would arise t0 IEStOr® the people to
their former glory. In the few centuries before the birth of Jesus, it
became common in Judaism to combine some or all of the various
prophecies into one general expectation that a final Anointed
One, a “Messiah,” would arise to restore Israel. Opinions varied as
to whether this Messiah would primarily be 2 prophet, a priest, or
a king—or fill multiple roles.”

Some have argued that the Qumran community was itself
founded by a Messiah figure. Their own writings refer frequently
to a certain “Teacher of Righteousness” who organized them and

P established their doctrine. Many scholars think this Teacher was
the high priest of the Jerusalem Temple who was forced out by the

Maccabean king Jonathan Apphus. Jonathan illegitimately

claimed the office of High Priest for himself in 152 B.c. The le-

gitimate High Priest was then exiled and founded the community
by the Dead Sea to preserve fidelity of faith and practice until

God acted to restore the legitimate priesthood and kingship.” An-

other theory is that the Teacher was the founder not just of Qum-
ran but of the larger Essene movement of which Qumran was a

16 Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls

part.
It is also widely believed that this Teacher of Righteousness

composed many of the unique thanksgiving psalms found among
the Scrolls, especially the Thanksgiving Hymns document (Ho-
dayot).* These psalms reveal the intimate relationship the Teacher
had with God, and his self-consciousness of having a unique di-
vinely given vocation to lead God’s people. Many have observed
similarities between this Teacher and Jesus of Nazareth, as both
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were conscious of God’s unique call on their lives, and both
d communities by establishing a new covenant with repre-

founde

f the people of Israel. The scholar Michael O. Wise
d a book on the Teacher of Righteousness called The

sentatives O
even publishe

First Messiah.?

However, for all the formal similarities between the Teacher
and Jesus, it is not correct to characterize the Teacher as a “Mes-
siah.” He never claimed that title, nor did the Qumranites apply
it to him. The Teacher himself seemed to be waiting for the Mes-

siah, and he taught the men of Qumran to do the same. For ex-

ample, the Damascus Document warns about backsliders as

follows:

They shall not be reckoned among the council of the people,
and their names shall not be written in their book from the

day the Beloved Teacher dies until the Messiah from Aaron
and from Israel appears. (CD 19:35-36)

As this statement indicates, after the death of the Teacher, they

were actually expecting fwo Messiahs, a priestly one from the line
of Aaron and a royal one from the line of David. They termed

these two messiahs “the Messiah of Aaron and the Messiah of Is-
rael.” A section of the Community Rule instructs the Qumranites
to stay faithful to their founding vision until these two Messiahs

appear:

They shall govern themselves using the original precepts by
which the men of the Yahad began to be instructed, doing so
until there come the Prophet and the Messiahs of Aaron and

Israel. (1QS 9:10-11)

Scholars call this expectation of two messiahs “diarchic mes-

sianism” (die-ARK-ick MESS-ee-ahn-izm). It’s probably based on
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several prophetic texts that affirm God’s faithfulncs§ to the Foya|
and priestly dynasties of Israel. For example, Jer leﬁl'h 33 ingjey,
that the House of Levi will never lack a man {o function as Prics;
before the LORD, and the House of David wx'll n'cvcr Jack a Py
to serve as king. The implication of this promise Is tphat God wij|
se, the prophet Zechariah f,_

one day restore both houses. Likewi
. L4 “«
ion of two olive trees, which represent two “sop

he LORD (Zech 4:14). These could casily

royal and priestly, to arise in the

mously sees a vis
of oil” who stand by t
be interpreted as two Messiahs,

future. '
Diarchic messianism seems to have been the dominant expec-
ment appears to represent

tation at Qumran. But at least one docu
a “minority report,” an alternative messianic expectation focused

on the return of the mysterious biblical figure Melchizedek, who
was both a priest and a king (Gen 14:18-20). This document was
found in Cave 11, and since the content focuses largely on
Melchizedek, scholars call it “1 lQMelchizedek.”

Although 11QMelchizedek is in fragmentary condition, we
can read it well enough to realize that it is a prophecy that com-
bines several biblical texts related to the Year of Jubilee and applies
them to Melchizedek, who will return at the end of time.®

The ancient Israelites celebrated the Year of Jubilee every forty-

nine years by blowing a trumpet throughout the land, proclaim-

ing the forgiveness of outstanding debts, the return of all family
property sold for debt, and the release of all debt-slaves. Every Is-
raelite was to return to his property, and have his property re-

turned to him.

Unfortunately, over the centuries, the Israclites observed the
jubilee sporadically if at all. In time, the prophets saw it more as
an end-times expectation than a living law.” Isaiah foresaw an
anointed “servant of the LORD” who would announce an end-

times Jubilee Year:

10
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The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD
has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor. (Isa 61:1-2)

Likewise, Daniel prophesied that a Messiah would arrive after
a perfect set of ten jubilee cycles, bringing to an end the travails of
Jerusalem. The angel Gabriel tells him:

Seventy wecks of years are decreed concerning your people and
your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin,
and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness,
to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a Holy of Ho-
lies.® Know therefore and understand that from the going
forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming
of Messiah, a prince,’ there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two
weeks.' It shall be built again with squares and moat, but in
a troubled time. And after the sixty-two weeks, Messiah shall
be cut off, and shall have nothing. (Dan 9:24-26 RSV aiz.,

cf. LXX; emphasis mine)

“Seventy weeks of years” are 490 years, or ten jubilee cycles of
49 years each."! The English of Daniel 9:24-26 used here follows
all the ancient translations of this passage, which describe the
“Messiah, a prince” as coming “seven and sixty-two weeks” (that
is, 69 weeks of years or 483 years) after the decree to rebuild Jeru-
salem. Read this way, the Messiah appears one “week of years”
before the final culmination of the whole 490-year period. In
other words, the Messiah shows up shortly before all things are

fulfilled.
The prophecy 11QMelchizedek combines both these passages

11
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of Isaiah and Daniel, as well as verses from Leviticus 25, the jyp;_
n of Melchizedek:

lee law, and connects them to the retur
—

Reading Fragmentary Scrolls

Most of the Scrolls are in fragmentary condition, with large

pieces of text missing, Or only small pieces of text still pres.
however, scholars are able to reconstruct, or

ent. Sometimes,
s that are miss.

at least make an educated guess at, the word
ing. The standard practice is to place these reconstructed

words inside brackets [ ], but in this book we print them in 3
lighter font. The document 1 1QMelchizedek has many
holes, but scholars have been able to fill in much of the miss.
ing text because of frequent biblical quotations and the rep-

etition of characteristic phrases.

And concerning what Scripture says, “In this year of jubilee

you shall return, every one of you, to your property” (Lev

25:13) ... the interpretation is that it applies to the Last

Days and concerns the captives, just as Isaiah said: “To pro-

claim the jubilee to the captives” (Isa 61:1) . . . and whose
teachers have been hidden and kept secret, even from the in-
heritance of Melchizedek, for . . . and they are the inheritance
of Melchizedek, who will return them to what is rightfully
theirs. He will proclaim to them the jubilee, thereby releasing
'them from the debt of all their sins. This word will thus come
in t.he first week of the jubilee period that follows nine jubilee
periods. Then the “Day of Atonement” shall follow at the end
0: ;l?eltenth jubilee period, when he shall atone for all the Sons
?1 1(12gz\/}zlil}lld2t:l;i g)eople who are predestined to Melchizedek.

12
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We see how the ancient sage interprets the jubi
25:13) in light of Isaiah’s jubilee prophfcy (Is: 6 1J3t))iedljvvg va
e chronology of Daniel’s ten jubilees. However, Mc:lchizidellz’1
. bilee won’t be about money debt; it will release people from t_hse
«Jebt of all their sins.” Furthermore, they will be freed not just
from earthly slavery but from bondage to the Devil, as the docu-

ment explains later:

Therefore Melchizedek will thoroughly prosecute the ven-
cance required by God’s statutes. In that day he will deliver

them from the power of Belial, and from the power of all the
spirits predestined to him. (11QMelch 2:13)

The Essenes seemed to have a very high view of Melchizedek,
because they interpreted passages of Isaiah speaking about God as

applying to this ancient priest-king:

It is written concerning him, “who says to Zion “Your God
reigns” (Isa 52:7). “Zion” is the congregation of all the sons
of righteousness, who uphold the covenant and turn from
walking in the way of the people. “Your God” is Melchize-
dek, who will deliver them from the power of Belial. Con-
cerning what Scripture says, “Then you shall have the trumpet
sounded loud in all the land of ...” (Lev 259, modified).

(11QMelch 2:23-25)

Summing up, 11QMelchizedek presents an alternate view of
focused not on the twin Messiahs of Aaron and

king figure, the almost-divine

the end-times,

Israel but on a single priest-
Melchizedek, who will proclaim a supernatural jubilee freeing

God’s people from the debt of sin and slavery to Satan.
We see parallels in the Gospels. For example, it is absolutely

13
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ariah, who was a practicing pricst
atus and bloodline to be

Luke alone of the Gospel writ
lineage through his father, Zech
in the Temple, and high cnough in st
among those who were candidates to burn incensc in the Holy

i ‘
Place, a noble duty (Luke 1:8-9). Why does Luke pay so much
birth and his carly lifc and

attention to the circumstances of John’s
There are many possible reasons, but when we read this
very much like the promised

ministry?
Gospel with Essene eyes, John looks
“Messiah of Aaron,” a priestly Messiah who “anoints a Holy of

u Holies,” namely Jesus himself, who is the replacement of the Tem-

/ ) \ ple. To Jesus, then, falls the role of the Messiah of Israel, and Luke
includes Jesus’ Davidic genealogy (Luke 3:23-31; cf. 1:27,32,69;
2:4) to drive home the point. The Essenes also knew the royal

Messiah had to be from David’s line:

o

And the one who sits on the throne of David shall never be cut

off, because the “ruler’s staff” (Gen 49:10) is the covenant of
the kingdom, and the thousands of Israel are “the feet,” unil
the Righteous Messiah, the Branch of David, has come. For to
him and to his seed the covenant of the kingdom of His people
has been given for the eternal generations, because he has kept

[. . .] the Law with the men of the Yahad. (4Q252 5:2-5)

. 1\{‘0tice that the Essenes understand the Messiah to be heir of
¢ ; cov:lz.zmt of the kingdom,” recalling that David’s kingdom
89.36_34&;1 P;]hed by a divine covenant (2 Sam 5:3; 2 Chr 13:5; Ps

>4 the connection of Davidic kingdom and covenant will

14




also show up in Luke at the Last Sy
in chapter 8.

Infancy Narratives (Luke 1

connf:ct.lons with the Qumran literature. For example, at the An
nunciation, the angel Gabriel tells Mary:
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PPer, but we will look at that

Getting back to Luke’s i i
g ke’s introduction, as we read through the

~2), we see a surprising number of

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son

and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will b;
called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over
the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no

end.” (Luke 1:31-33)

This sounds a lot like a messianic prophecy that was found

among the Scrolls and dated to the reign of Herod the Great
(37 B.c.—4 B.C.), or shortly before the birth of Jesus:

Great will he be called and he will be designated by his name.
He will be called son of God, and they will call him Son of the
Most High. . . . His kingdom will be an eternal kingdom, and
all his paths in truth. He will judge the earth in truth and all
will make peace. The sword will cease from the earth, and all
the provinces will pay him homage. The great God is his
strength, he will wage war for him; he will place the peoples in
his hand and cast them all away before him. His rule will be an

eternal rule.'? (4Q246 1:9-2:9)

“How can this be? For 1 do not

Mary responds to Gabriel,
g h is a bit of an odd reply. The

| know a man” (Luke 1:34), whic od
| Benedictine Bible scholar and archeologist Bargil Pixner argued

i that “I do not know a man” refers to a VOW of celibacy, and that
Mary was part of the Essene movement, who were the only sect to

15
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practice celibacy.'? This is possible, but very speculative. We dont
have any clear evidence of female celibacy among the Essenes,

As we continue reading Luke’s account, we find that he de.
scribes the parents of Jesus and John as spontaneously composing
spiritual songs that begin with a statement of praise and resemble
the biblical psalms (see the “Magnificat,” 1:46-55; and the “Bene-
dictus,” 1:68-79). We have no record of the Pharisees or Sad-
ducees composing new songs in the biblical psalm tradition, but
ample attestation of this practice at Qumran, where we have doz-
ens of “Thanksgiving Hymns” (better, “Thanksgiving Psalms”
composed by the Teacher of Righteousness and perhaps others as
well. The songs of Mary and Zechariah in Luke 1 would appeal
in form and theme to Jews of an Essene background, as would
Jesus’ remarkable wisdom (Luke 2:46—47), almost all of John's
actions and teaching (3:1-20, see later in this chapter on John
the Baptist), and Jesus’ reception of the Holy Spirit in the water
(3:21-22).

However, it is at Jesus first sermon at his hometown of Naza-
reth that we observe some rather specific connections with Essene

expectations. Here is Luke’s account:

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and
he went to the synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath
day. And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the
book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found
the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord” (Isa

- 61:1-2). And he closed the book, and gave it back to the at-

tendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogu¢

- were fixed on him. (Luke 4:16-20)

ers
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M
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Everyone was looking at Jesus,

was a sign that he was about]to prel;ec(lzla:uls_lenr:lil: ré:: Sé.lt B
ers, Jewish rabbis preached from a chair, Sometimlestla:l 1P:162‘l‘ch-
seat of Moses” (Matt 23:2), the idea being that th es Ccoe . thz
Moses’ teaching ministry. There was tension in the aiZ be::l:ue;l
had just read a passage that all Jews considered signifi C’ant - tethe
Essenes in particular connected with Melchizedek and th;: rocl i
mation of the final jubilee. What will Jesus say about this pl:lss:\:s;r:>

And he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21)

In other words, “I am the one Isaiah is describing here: the one
anointed by the LORD to proclaim the jubilee and restore Israel.
I am the fulfillment of the passage!”

That was absolutely electrifying, especially for Jews formed in
Essenism, who associated Isaiah’s “one anointed by the Spirit”
with a nearly divine Melchizedek! Was Jesus of Nazareth the
Melchizedek who was to come? Yet talk is cheap! Can he back up

words with deeds?
Well, let’s look at what Jesus does just a few days later, in the

same chapter of Luke:

And he went down to Capernaum. . . . And in the synagogue
there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon; and
he cried out with a loud voice, “Ah! What have you to do with

us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 1 know

who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him,
And when the

P Ny =

saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”
demon had thrown him down in the midst, he came out of
him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and
said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority

and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come

17
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out.” And reports of him went out into every place in the gy,
rounding region. (Luke 4:31-37 RSV)

Didn'’t the Essenes say about Melchizedek, “In that day he wiy
deliver them from the power of Belial, and from the POWer of 4]
the spirits predestined to (Belial)”? (11QMelch 2:13)

And then in the next chapter, Jesus performs another action
associated with divine authority:

On one of those days, as he was teaching. . . . And behold, mep
were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they
sought to bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but finding no
way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the
roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the
midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith he said, “Man,
your sins are forgiven you.” And the scribes and the Pharisees
began to question, saying, “Who is this that speaks blasphe-
mies? Who can forgive sins but God only?” When Jesus perceived
their questionings, he answered them, “Why do you question
in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the
Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to
the man who was paralyzed—*T say to you, rise, take up your
bed and go home.” And immediately he rose before them, and
took up that on which he lay, and went home, glorifying God.
And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and

were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen strange things

today.” (Luke 5:17-26 RSV; emphasis mine)

Did not the Essenes say of Melchizedek, “He will proclaim to
them the jubilee, thereby releasing them from the debt of all
their sins”? (11QMelch 2:6)

So we can see that an Essene reading Luke’s Gospel would find
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figures of John and Jesus answerin _
‘t‘};essgiahs of Aaron and Israel.” Furthei Loe r\-}vlzuel)zlpseecetz:;telon zfthe
ing everything that was expected of the godlike Melchi 1;11.‘
Afer all, Jesus proclaims the fulfillment of the jubilee 1:16 fﬁ
61:1-2 and follows through by releasing people from the Pi)a\:ver

of Satan and sin.
There are many possible explanations for why the early chap-

cers of Luke have so many connections with the Scrolls—some
believe that the families of Jesus and John were involved in some
way with the Essene movement.' But regardless, we can certainly

say that for Jews who were raised in Essenism or shared the Essene
messianic expectations, the Gospel of Luke makes for compelling
reading, and the figure of Jesus appears boldly as one who fits the
criteria of the expected Anointed One of Israel.

To this day, th¢ Christian Church is a community waiting for
the arrival of the Messiah. This expectation has many expressions,
from the popular Left Behind books of Protestant author Tim
LaHaye to the prayer used by Catholics at every Mass: “Deliver
us, Lord, we pray, from every evil . . . as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.” But before the Church
was founded, the Essenes were already a “community in waiting.”
This spirit of messianic expectation is a major common feature of

both movements. In subsequent chapters, we will see other com-

mon characteristics that are even more specific.

The devout men of Qumran were waiting in the desert for
the appearance of the Messiah, :n accordance with Isaiah
40:3. Actually, they expected two Messiahs, a royal and
a priestly. But one of their documents focuses messianic
hope on a mysterious Melchizedek, who will arise at the end

of time to proclaim a supernatural Jubilee Year. Someone

19
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shaped by Qumran beliefs would find the Cvospe-l of Luke
fascinating reading, because the way Luke describes John

the Baptist and Jesus answers many of these expectations.

—

Xy
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